
Recall Teacher Instructions 

Review: What is Structure vs Function? 
Objective: Each student will be able to identify an organisms’ structures and their functions. 


• “I can identify different structures and their functions.”

• Students recall prior knowledge of the basic needs of all organisms in their environment with transparent thinking.

• Academic Terms: environment, survival, adaptation, structures, function, species. 


 


What is Happening? 
Digital Student Journal Slides 3-4 
Click slides to enlarge 

Phenomenon-based approach for any classroom setting. This attention-getter on microscopic life can be used as either 
a cooperative learning strategy for engagement or as an individual reading opportunity to activate prior knowledge.


Slide 3, Answer Key


There is no correct or uniform answer for these connections. However, students should be able to relate 
information from 3rd, 4th, and possibly 5th grade to these terms using examples they have either directly 
observed or learned about previously. Be sure to provide time for students to make observations about the 
image before moving on to the description on previous slides. Encourage full sentences in the written 
descriptions.


What is Structure vs Function? 
Digital Student Journal Slide 5 - Click slides to enlarge


Description: Students complete a brief reading, introducing the 
terms environment, survival, adaptation, structures, function, and species.


Explain to students that structures are what we use to describe organisms, what they have and functions are what we 
use to describe what organisms are doing. 


Vocabulary Check 
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Description: Students match structure and function terms with their 
definitions, based on the previous reading. 


Previous to 5th grade, students explained how external structures and 
functions of organisms enabled them to survive in their environment, such as 
waxy leaves and deep roots of plants. 
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Apply Academic Terms 
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Description: Using the vocabulary they have built so far, students select physical traits for Structure, or how an 
organism uses traits to survive for Function. They then match structures to functions on a picture.


If students struggle to differentiate between structure and function, remind them that structures are what we use to 
describe organisms - what they have and functions are what we use to describe what organisms are doing. 


Slide 9, Answer Key

	 1. Sharp Claws


Slide 10, Answer Key

	 2. Dark, bony shell


Slide 11, Answer Key

	 3. Large ears


Slide 12, Answer Key

	 4. Short arms


Slide 7, Answer Key
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